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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 10, 2018, at 12 p.m.

The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable TODD
YOUNG, a Senator from the State of In-
diana.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Sacred God, You fill our hearts with
songs. We are grateful for the hope,
joy, and justice You bring to our world.
Thank You that You will judge the
world with righteousness and Your peo-
ple with truth.

Guide our lawmakers. Lead them
even through life’s dark places, as they
place their total trust in You. Lord, re-
mind them that darkness is as light to
You. Protect them from life’s storms,
for You are their help in ages past and
their hope for years to come. Inspire
them with Your joy, as You place Your
peace in their hearts.

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

Senate

MONDAY, JULY 9, 2018

The legislative clerk read the fol-

lowing letter:
U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, July 9, 2018.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable TOoDD YOUNG, a Sen-
ator from the State of Indiana, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

ORRIN G. HATCH,
President pro tempore.

Mr. YOUNG thereupon assumed the

Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion and resume consideration of the
Bennett nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Mark Jeremy Bennett, of Ha-
waii, to be United States Circuit Judge
for the Ninth Circuit.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized.
FILLING THE UPCOMING SUPREME COURT
VACANCY

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, as ev-
eryone knows, later tonight President
Trump will announce his nomination
for the upcoming vacancy on the Su-
preme Court. Whoever fills Justice
Kennedy’s seat will join an otherwise
evenly divided Court and immediately
obtain the ability to affect the laws of
the United States and the rights of its
citizens for generations to come.

Enormously important issues hang in
the balance: the right of workers to or-
ganize, the pernicious influence of dark
money in our politics, the right of
Americans to marry whom they love,
and the right to vote.

Two issues of similar and profound
consequence are the fate of affordable
healthcare and a woman’s freedom to
make the most sensitive medical deci-
sions about her body. These two
rights—affordable healthcare and a
woman’s freedom to make sensitive
healthcare decisions—hang in the bal-
ance with this nominee. The views of
President Trump’s next Court nominee
could very well determine whether the
Senate approves or rejects this nomi-
nation.

President Trump has already made
up his mind. President Trump has re-
peatedly said that he believes Roe was
wrongly decided. He has promised, in
his own words, to nominate only ‘‘pro-
life judges’ whose selection will result
in the ‘‘automatic’ overturning of Roe
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